
PHEN Clinical Trials Rally: 
 
 

 
Prostate Cancer Clinical Trials and African American Men 

 
 
African American participation in clinical trials for new prostate cancer treatments rarely reaches 

the level of statistical significance. This means that the data from these trials cannot be used to 

definitively determine the effectiveness of these treatments for black men, as research show that 

there are genetic and biological differences in prostate cancer for black and white men. 

 

Clinical trials serve as the basis for the growing number of new prostate cancer therapies, and the 

move towards personalized treatment based on how these therapies respond for men with 

specific genetic profiles. This treatment approach is rapidly defining the future of prostate cancer 

care. African American men cannot afford to be left behind.  

 
 

PHEN Clinical Trials Rally Objectives 
 
 

•  To raise the visibility and overall understanding of prostate cancer clinical trials within 
African American communities. 
 

•  To increase knowledge about the benefits of prostate cancer clinical trials for individual 
patients.   

 
•  To partner with pharmaceuticals, cancer centers and community organizations to bring 

the benefits of clinical trial participation to African American communities. 
 

•  To provide in-depth education and outreach for selected prostate cancer clinical trials to 
increase African American enrollment in these critical trials. 

 
African American men are 1.6 times more likely to be diagnosed with prostate cancer and 2.3 

times more likely to die from the disease than white men who are the next population group 

most impacted. These statistics show that black men have the greatest need for new treatment 

breakthroughs based on relevant scientific evidence from clinical trials. 

 
 



How The Clinical Trials Rally Works 
 

 
PHEN’s existing and ongoing education and awareness initiatives, resources and partnerships 
serve as the foundation for the Clinical Trials Rally. These include: 
 

1. Pharmaceutical and Cancer Center Partners 
These partners provide resources, support and guidance for PHEN efforts to increase 
African American participation in prostate cancer clinical trials. 
 

2. Clinical Trials Website Portal (www.PHENTrials.com) 
Hosted on PHEN’s main website (www.prostatehealthed.org). This website portal 
provides information to support the Clinical Trials Rally (CTR) including: clinical trials 
background information, detail information for specific clinical trials and other 
informational resources focused on meeting patients’ educational needs. 
  

3. Monthly Webcasts 
PHEN broadcasts monthly webcasts from the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute on different 
topics. Each webcast is structured to include a clinical trials educational segment to 
provide information and highlight specific trials. 
 

4. Educational Symposiums 
In 2017 PHEN will host prostate health educational symposiums in 20+ cities in 
partnership with African American Churches – PHEN’s 4th Annual Symposium Series. 
Each symposium will include a session on clinical trials to include patients who have 
participated in trials and medical experts from PHEN’s pharmaceutical and cancer center 
partners. 

     
 

5. Expand PHEN Survivor Network 
PHEN’s survivor network of African American prostate cancer survivors represents the 
target population for increasing enrollment in clinical trials. A major focus of the clinical 
trials rally will be to expand this network through adding PHEN Partnerships for 
Education, Support and Outreach (PESOs) in additional cities. Clinical Trials 
ambassadors (men who have participated in trials) will be identified and involved in 
outreach efforts within their cities. 
 

6. Monthly Clinical Trials Rally E-Newsletters 
PHEN will publish monthly clinical trials e-newsletters to enhance education and 
outreach, to show progress and activity, and as a medium to highlight clinical trials and 
promote enrollment. 
 

7. Individual Support 
PHEN will accept emails and telephone calls from individuals seeking personalized help in 
navigating a clinical trials journey. Email: rapcancer@prostatehealthed.org; Telephone: 617-481-
4020 x4  


